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Christian Virtues. . love 


Some thoughts from St. Paul’s 
message in Ga/ations 5:22, ‘the fruit 
of the Spirit is... love. 


When a Christian is asked to define 
the word love, he may be tempted to 
refer the questioner to 1 Corinthians 
13, where St. Paul personifies love 
when he says: “Love is patient and 
kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it 
is not arrogant or rude. Love does not 
insist on its own way; itis notirritable 
or resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love 
bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things” 
(vv.4-7). 


Love is difficult to define, because 
one can never place love into a test 
tube in a laboratory, or put it under 
glass to be examined through a 
microscope. Even X-rays and scan- 
ners will not help us here. Love is 
always personal, or to say it another 
way, love is always related to, or 
experienced in connection. with, 
a person. 


Love comes from the Source of love, 
and that is God Himself. “God is 
love” the New Testament teaches 
(1 John 4:16). And ‘‘God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life’ 
(John 3:16). ; 


When St. Paul says “the fruit of the 
Spiritis...love’’, this is love given to 
the Christian which is to be passed 
on, given to others, shared with 
them. There is here no command to 
love, but rather a promise that the 
Holy Spirit gives love to the Christian 
to be used for the welfare of others. 
This purpose for which love is given 
is emphasised in an_ excellent 
manner by Martin Luther in ‘The 
Freedrom of a Christian” of 1520. 
Under two apparently contradictory 
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statements he points out that any 
works a Christian does are incapable 
of bringing righteousness, and that 
faith in the promises of God gives to 
the believer all that he needs for this 
life and the next. Having referred to 
St. Paul’s description of the Son of 
God in Philippians 2 as being ‘‘in the 
likeness of men” and “‘in the form of 
a servant’, he went on: 


So a Christian, like Christ his head, is 

filled and made rich by faith and 
should be content with this form of 
God which he has obtained by faith; 

only, as | have said, he should 
increase this faith until it is made 

perfect. For this faith is his life, his 

righteousness, and his salvation; it 

saves him and makes him accept- 

able, and bestows upon him all 

things that are Christ’s, as has been 

said above, and as Paul asserts in 

Gal.2:20 when he says, “And the life / 

now live in the flesh | live by faith in 

the Son of God.” Although the 

Christian is thus free from all works, 
he ought in this liberty to empty 

himself, take upon himself the form 

of a servant, be made in the likeness 

of men, be found in human form, and 

to serve, help, and in every way deal 
with ‘his neighbour as he sees that 
God through Christ has dealt and still’ 
deals with him. This he should do: 
freely, having regard for nothing but 
divine approval. 


f 
He ought to think: “Although aman 
unworthy and condemned man, my 
God has given me in Christ all the| 
riches of righteousness and salvation | 
without any merit on my part, out of 
pure, free mercy, so that from now om 
/ need nothing except faith whicky 
believes that this is true. Why should.) 
not therefore freely, joyfully, with al), 
my heart, and with an eager will do 
all things which | know are pleasing), 
and acceptable to such a Father who) 


has overwhelmed me with his inesti- 
able riches? | will therefore give 
myself as a Christ to my neighbour, 
Just as Christ offered himself to me; | 
will do nothing in this life except 
what | see is necessary, profitable, 
and salutary to my neighbour, since 
through faith | have an abundance of 
all good things in Christ.” 


Behold, from faith thus flow love and 
Joy in the Lord, and from love a 
Joyful, willing, and free mind that 
serves one’s neighbour willingly and 
takes no account of gratitude or 
ingratitude, of praise or blame, of 
gain or loss. For a man does not 
serve that he may put men under 
obligations. He does not distinguish 
between friends and enemies or 
anticipate their thankfulness or 
unthankfulness, but he most freely 
and most willingly spends himself 
and all that he has, whether he 
wastes all on the thankless or 
whether he gains a reward. As his 
Father does, distributing all things to 
all men richly and freely, making “his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good” 
(Matt.5:45), so also the son does all 
things and suffers all things with that 
freely bestowing joy which is his 


delight when through Christ he sees 
it in God, the dispenser of such great 
benefits. 


Therefore, if we recognise the great 
and precious things which are given 
us, as Paul says (Rom.5:5), our hearts 
will be filled by the Holy Spirit with 
the love which makes us free, joyful, 
almighty workers and conquerors 
over all tribulations, servants of our 
neighbours, and yet lords of all. For 
those who do not recognise the gifts 
bestowed upon them through Christ, 
however, Christ has been born. in 
vain; they go their way with their 
works and shall never come to taste 
or feel those things. Just as our 
neighbour is in need and /acks that in 
which we abound, so we were in 
need before God and lacked his 
mercy. Hence, as our heavenly Father 
has in Christ freely come to our aid, 
we also ought freely to help our 
neighbour through our body and its 
works, and each one should become 
as it were a Christ to the other that we 
may be Christs to one another and 
Christ may be the same in all, that is, 
that we may be truly Christians. 
(Luther’s Works V.31, 366) 


WHY REMEMBER LUTHER? 


In the second of this series to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Birth of the 
Reformer, Tutor Glen Zweck considers Luther’s understanding of 


Authority in the Church 


There are some Roman Catholic 
opponents of Martin Luther who like 
to portray him as an irresponsible 
rebel, whose reckless actions plunged 
the Church into anarchy, through the 
rejection of all external authority. 
This view of Luther is quite false. 
However, there are also Protestant 
supporters of Luther who like to 
portray him as a noble rebel, who 
took up the struggle for the freedom 


of the individual Christian, over 
against the tyranny of the ecclesias- 
tical establishment. This view of 
Luther is also quite false. On the 
contrary, Luther was careful to 
maintain an obedient and respectful 
manner in his dealings with ecclesi- 
astical authority and he fought much 
more vehemently against the anarch- 
ists than against the Pope. The 
picture of Luther as a rebel or 
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revolutionary is usually drawn froma 
false interpretation of a few phrases 
taken out of their historical context, 
or from an ill-informed misinterpret- 
ation of significant events in 
Reformation History. 


Disputation 

A case in point is the posting of the 
95 Theses. This action is often 
portrayed as an act of rebellion. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The holding of an academic 
Disputation was the established 
method by which scholars of the day 
sought to settle theological disputes 
in acivilised manner. Luther's action 
was motivated by obedience to his 
oath as a Doctor of the Church. In 
accordance with his conviction that 
he was upholding the official teach- 
ing of the Church against unwarranted 
aberrations, he sent copies of the 95 
Theses to his superiors in the ecclesi- 
astical hierarchy, namely, to his own 
diocesan, Bishop Jerome Schulz, of 
Brandenburg, and to the Primate of 
Germany, the Archbishop of Mainz, 
who was the administrator of the 
diocese in which the indulgence 
abuses were occurring. Again, when 
he published his Exp/anations of the 
Ninety-Five Theses, almost a year 
later, he sent copies to three of his 
ecclesiastical superiors: Bishop 
Schulz, Vicar Staupitz of the 
Augustinian Order, and Pope Leo. 
Moreover, he prefaced his Exp/a- 
nations with these words: 


/ desire to say or maintain absolutely 
nothing except, first of all, what is in 
the Holy Scriptures and can be 
maintained from them; and then 
what is in and from the writings of 
the church fathers and is accepted by 
the Roman Church and preserved 
both in the canons and _ papal 
decrees. But if any proposition 
cannot be proved or disproved from 
them | shall simply maintain it, for 
the sake of debate, on the basis of the 
judgment of reason and experience, 
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always, however, without violating 
the judgment of any of my superiors 
in these matters. (LW 31, p.83) 


The posting of the 95 Theses was 
followed by a number of attempts of 
the Pope to silence him. For example, 
the Pope tried to have Luther silenced 


by his peers, the monks of the ~ 


Augustinian Order. At the triennial 


chapter of this order, held in Heidel- 


berg in April of 1518, Luther was 


requested, in addition to giving an ~ 


account of his own office as vicar- | 


general, to formulate theses for a © 
theological disputation. 28 of his 40 © 


theses attacked scholastic theology, 
and the other 12 attacked Aristotelian 


scholastic philosophy. However, 
Luther was careful not to attack 
everything taught by scholastic ~ 


theologians. He attacked them only 
where they did not have the support 
of Scripture. In this disputation 
Luther rejected the doctrine of the 
freedom of the will, and mysticism, — 
but defended Law and Gospel, Justi- 
fication by Faith, and the superiority 
of Scripture to Pope and Council. ~ 
However, he insisted that he was not 
attacking the dogma of the Church, ~ 
but was only saying and writing what 
had been taught before. Far from 
being rejected and silenced by his 
fellow monks, Luther was enthusi- — 
astically supported. He took Vicar 
Staupitz’s advice, therefore, and 
wrote to the Pope to assure the Pope 
of his orthodoxy and of his loyalty to 
the Holy See. 


Pope intervenes 

After Luther’s return from Heidel- 
berg, Tetzel’s monastic order, the | 
Dominicans, presented a case against | 
him in order to get the Pope to | 
condemn him. Accordingly, the Pope © 
summoned him, on 1 August, to | 
appear in Rome within 60 days. — 
Elector Frederick supported Luther's | 
demand that the trial be held on | 
German soil, before impartial judges. — 
Cardinal Cajetan was empowered to © 
hold the hearing at Augsburg. Under 


instructions from the Pope, Cajetan 
refused to debate Luther’s views. 
When discussions reached a dead- 
lock, Luther offered to remain silent 


about indulgences, provided his 
opponents did likewise. He also 
informed Cajetan that he was 


appealing directly to the Pope, so 
that the matter of indulgences could 
be decided by the Church. However, 
after writing his appeal to the Pope, 
he learned that the Pope had secretly 
instructed Cajetan to convert Luther, 
or bring him back to Rome under 
arrest. Concluding that the Pope 
could not, under the circumstances, 
be an impartial judge, Luther wrote 
an appeal to him, requesting a 
hearing before a general Church 
Council. Nevertheless, he insisted in 
a letter to Cajetan, that the matter he 
had raised in connection with indul- 
gences had never been finally or 
formally determined by the Church. 


Despite this episode, Luther received 
the Pope’s next emissary respect- 
fully. The Saxon nobleman, Karl von 
Miltitz, was empowered by the Pope 
to offer Elector Frederick a ‘Golden 
Rose’, with the hint that Luther might 
be made a cardinal if Luther agreed 
to remain silent. Neither Luther nor 
the Elector were persuaded. But 
Luther agreed with Miltitz that a truce 
be observed on both sides; and that 
he would submit to the learned 
judgment of a bishop of the Pope’s 
choice. 


_ Leipzig Debate 

' The truce was broken by Luther’s 
opponents when Dr. John Eck of 
Ingolstadt decided to attack the 
Wittenberg theologians, most of 
whom by now supported Luther. 
Although Eck’s attack was first 
directed against Carlstadt, his real 
aim was to expose Luther as a 
heretic, and gain evidence which 
could be used against him in a trial. 
Eventually Luther was drawn into a 
debate with Eck. This debate took 
place in Leipzig in 1519. The chief 


topic listed for debate was the origin 
and power of the papacy. In rejecting 
the doctrine of the infallibility of the 
Pope in this debate, Luther was not 
attacking the doctrine of the Church, 
for the dogma of papal infallibility 
was proclaimed only in 1870. 


Luther condemned 

In 1520 Dr. Eck composed a Bull of 
condemnation (Exsurge Domine), 
which charged Luther with 41 errors, 
and persuaded the Pope to publish it. 
The Bull ordered the burning of 
Luther's books and gave him 60 days 
to submit. The Pope requested the 
Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire 
to carry out the Bull by having Luther 
arrested and sent to Rome. Since the 
German Constitution stated that no 


German should be condemned 
unless his case was heard before an 
impartial panel of judges, the 


Emperor decided to take the matter 
up at the next Diet (parliament) of the 
Empire. Accordingly, Luther was 
granted a safe-conduct to appear 
before the Diet of Worms in 1521. 


It is Luther’s appearance before this 
Diet that has led many people to 
claim him as the champion of the 
viewpoint that the ultimate authority 
in religious matters is the conscience 
of the individual Christian. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. There 
is uncertainty concerning the precise 
words used by Luther in his final 
appearance before this Diet, but 
there is no real disagreement on the 
substance. E. G. Schwiebert provides 
the following translation of Luther's 
statement: 


Unless | am convinced by the testi- 
monies of the Holy Scriptures or 
evident reason (for | believe neither 
in the Pope nor Councils alone, since 
it has been established that they have 
often erred and contradicted them- 
selves), /am bound by the Scriptures 
adduced by me, and my conscience 
has been taken captive by the Word 
of God, and | am neither able nor, 
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willing to recant, since it is neither 
safe nor right to act against 
conscience. God help me. Amen. 
(Luther and His Times, pp.504-5) 


It is plain from this statement that 
when Luther said it is neither safe nor 
right to act against conscience, he 
was speaking of the conscience that 
has been taken captive by God’s 
Word, a conscience that has been 
bound by the Scriptures. It is Scrip- 
ture that is the ultimate authority, not 
the individual conscience. Any claim 
to be advancing a claim’ of 
conscience is utterly fraudulent, 
unless that claim is supported by 
specific Scriptural evidence. That 
was Luther’s attitude at Worms. And 
that attitude we must support today 
against anyone who seeks to pit the 
demands of the individual 
conscience against the _ specific 
statements of Scripture. 


Again, it would be a serious mistake 
to portray Luther’s appearance 
before the Diet of Worms as an act of 
rebellion against the Emperor. That 
is plain from his final communication 
to the Emperor and Estates prior to 
his departure from Worms: 


| have sought nothing beyond 
reforming the Church in conformity 
with the Holy Scriptures. | would 
suffer death and infamy, give up life 


Good Shepherd, Coventry 

Family social evening on July 8th 
includes farewell to the Harrison 
family from Canada who took part in 
activities of the congregation the 
past year... Bible Class meets fort- 
nightly during summer... Church 
building re-decorated. 


St. Columba, East Kilbride 
Special summer Sunday School 
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FROM THE TAMAR 
TO THE CLYDE 


and reputation for His /mperial 
Majesty and the Empire. | wish to 
reserve nothing but the liberty to 
confess and bear witness to the Word 
of God alone. (Schwiebert, p.509). 

These are hardly the words of a rebel. 


Tradition 

Finally, there is a narrow, sectarian 
kind of Protestantism which pours 
scorn on the notion of being guided 
by the tradition of the Church. That is 
an un-Lutheran attitude. Luther's 
words and actions reveal a healthy 
respect for the catholic tradition of 
the Church. This attitude of Luther 
was upheld by the authors of the 
Book of Concord, as is demonstrated 
by the Catalogue of Testimonies 
attached to the Book of Concord. This 
Catalogue specifically sets out to 
demonstrate that the teaching of the 
Lutheran Confessions concerning 
the Person of Christ is supported not 
only by Scripture, but also by the 
Fathers and Councils of the Church. 
In fact, the Lutheran Confessions 
continually cite support from the 
Fathers and Councils of the Church. 
Although their testimony is never 
equated with that of Scripture, it is 
treated with respect, and granted a 
position of authority. A healthy 
Lutheranism will learn from Luther to 
permit itself to be guided by the 
tradition of the Church. 


rogramme and Holiday Bible School 

eep children and their adult helpers 
occupied all summer... Luther 
League elects officers and publishes 
a fun directory of members... June 
evangelism programme _ receives 
good response and a group will 
attend the October evangelism 
workshop at Ruislip... nice weather 
greets Sunday School outing in Creiff. 
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Westfield House, Cambridge 
Pastors’ Study Week near the end of 
June could be judged one of the most 
successful yet with only two of our 
pastors unable to attend... lectures 
during the week given by Mr. David 
Adams, research student at the 
University of Cambridge in Old 
Testament, by Mr. John Stephenson, 
and by the staff of Westfield. Guests 
included Dr. and Mrs. Robert Preus of 
Fort Wayne and Dr. Norman Nagel of 
Valparaiso... that particular week 
finished by the annual Elders’ Con- 
ference... Trinity term this summer 
held for three students. In addition to 
Mr. Graham Jenks, these included 
the first woman to receive instruction 
at Westfield House, Mrs. Bonnie 
Stephenson completing a Master in 
Religious Arts course from Christ 
Seminary, St. Louis, by her attend- 
ance of lectures on “The Proper 
Distinction between Law and Gospel” 
with the preceptor; while her hus- 
band, John Stephenson, completed 
his certificate in Hebrew with the 
tutor... John also successfully 
defended his doctoral thesis, ‘Martin 
Luther’s Eucharistic Writings of 1523- 
1528” from Durham University ... In 
the next academic year, Mr. Stephen- 
son will be enrolled on a special 
course at Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne... Another 
member of Westfield House will be 
attending the Fort Wayne Seminary 
in the next year: Mr. Paul Fry is 
scheduled to complete his academic 
training at Concordia in the Spring 
and Summer terms of 1984... 
enrolled for the Michaelmas Term at 
Westfield House, in addition to 
' Messrs. Fry and Jenks are Mr. Andrew 
Norris, St. David, Cardiff, and Mr. 
Bernard Komendera from West 
Germany but originally from Poland . 
the term begins with the Opening 
Bavice at 2.30 p.m. on September 
Oth. 


St. Timothys, Sunderland 

Lutheran observance of 500th anni- 
versary of Luther's birth in northeast 
England includes broadcasting on 
regional radio in October a pro- 
gramme of hymns sung by members 
of St. Timothys and the German 
congregation in Newcastle... In 


September the two pastors of these 
congregations are to be interviewed 
on radio as to Lutheran teachings... 
the Reformation Service from St. 
Timothy’s, to include members of the 
German congregation, is to be 
recorded and broadcast in Novem- 
ber... in December the airwaves of 
the northeast will carry the voices of 
lay members telling what their faith 
means to them. 


Holy Trinity, Tottenham 

Plans well under way for hosting 
Synod in September in this 80th 
anniversary year of the organisation 
of the congregation... Student of 
theology Eberhard Ramme_ from 
Sister Church in West Germany 
spends six weeks with Pastor 
Schoenrock at Holy Trinity as part of 
his practical training and for im- 
proving his English. 


Our Saviour, Fareham 

Afternoon and evening Bible Classes 
study Acts... playgroup to meet 
three mornings each week from 
September... six Baptisms in six 
weeks may suggest people are 
accepting Our Saviour as their Parish 
Church in the area... new evangel- 
ism leaflet distributed during 
August... Holiday Bible School 
limited to two Wednesdays due to 


limited time teachers are 
available... third repayment made 
on Church. 


Luther-Tyndale/St. Pauls 

Kentish Town & Borehamwood 
Reorganisation of congregation’s 
work means the birth of three new 
committees... Dr. Nora Mitchell, 
daughter of the congregation, 
returns from India for brief visit and 
speaks about her work as a mis- 
sionary teacher... congregation 
says farewell to Mr. Inyang as he 
returns to Nigeria... At St. Pauls a 
monthly newsletter is launched to 
improve communication in the 
congregation... a garden party gave 
opportunity for fellowship within 
St. Pauls and with members from 
Luther-Tyndale, thus encouraging 
the feeling of being a Christian 
family . .. concern felt in both congre- 
gations about fall in Sunday School 
attendance. 


St. Andrews/Allhallows 

Ruislip & Sunbury 

Annual Youth Camping weekend in 
July was enjoyed by Allhallows 
Youth at Boxhill, Surrey, together 
with guests from Ruislip, Tottenham 
and Liverpool . . . St. Andrews Sunday 
School outing to St. Albans had over 
80 children and adults... same 
number present for barbecue held at 
the Church early July... barbecue 
was part of a series of events, includ- 
ing a panel discussion one evening 
“When the Children Rule the Roost”, 
and visiting Sunday School homes to 
prepare for October Evangelism 
Seminar with Dr. Biesenthal’s team 
from the U.S.A. 


And beyond the Clyde 

On 26th June Vagn Lyrstrand was 
ordained into the Lutheran Free- 
church in Denmark at the Martins- 
church in Copenhagen. Vagn, his 
wife Liz, and children Louise and Liv, 


became known to many of us during 
their stay here as part of Pastor 
Lyrstrand’s training. Pastor Reg 
Quirk represented the ELCE at the 
ordination and took our greetings to 
our Sister Church on this occasion. 
He wrote of his visit: ‘Although most 
Danes are Lutheran, the Danish free- 
church is small even by comparison 
to the ELCE. This ordination means 
that God has now blessed them with 
three pastors. Some congregations 
share a pastor like some of ours. If 
you understand the geography of 
Denmark no better than | did, it may 
surprise you to learn that each of the 
pastors lives and works on a different 
island, and a 1% hour ferry journey 
separates Pastor Lyrstrand in Copen- 
hagen from his nearest colleague 
and from the Danish mainland. Until 
very recently, all three congregations 
were served by one pastor, and so 
they look with optimism and excite- 
ment to the new opportunities before 
them now.” 


News from our Churches 


EXECUTIVE 

In its 30th June meeting the Council 
learned of the resignation of Mr. Geoff 
Rackham from the Central Office where 
he had served as assistant to the 
treasurer. In the same meeting it was 
announced that Mrs. Berte Bruer had 
accepted the position to look after the 
finanical records at the Central Office, 
so that there was no time lapse during 
which this important work is not in 
a hands. At its next meeting on 
July 26th the Council members agreed 
on the draft of a Report to Synod on the 
administrative structure of the Church 
as it pertains to the ELCE Chairman. 


CONFERENCES 

The 1983 Church Extension Fund Con- 
ference was held on Saturday, May 28th, 
at Our Saviour, Fareham, attended by 
23 CEF representatives plus the CEF 
Committee members. In the representa- 
tives’ reports on the work in their 
congregations, the £4 minimum deposit 
came in for criticism. Mrs. R. Stewart of 
the ELCE Central Office staff spoke of 
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her work with CEF, and from this came 
a call for a booklet explaining in detail 
how the CEF works. Conference par- 
ticipants also discussed Memorial Cards 
for CEF, more publicity to improve 
interest in the congregations, and the 
up-dating of charts. CEF Sunday this 
year is October 16th. 


Budget) Conference was held at Allhal- 
lows, Sunbury-on-Thames, on Saturday, 
June 4th, with delegates from each 
congregation attending together with 
members of the Executive Council and 


several visitors. In the Opening Devotion _ 


The Rev. R. H. Bruer drew the atten- 
tion of the assembly to the encour- 
agement of Moses to Joshua: “Be strong 
and of good courage . . . the Lord will be 
with you, he will not fail you or forsake 


you; do not fear or be dismayed” (Deut. _ 


31:7-8). He warned against the destruc- 
tive power of legalism, and insisted that 
we should instead look to the grace of 


Christ as the motive for people to 


dedicate their lives to Him. 


The Rev. A. E. Rakow, ELCE Chair- 
man, opening the Conference officially, 
made grateful mention of the late Dr. E. 
Geo. Pearce, whose faith and vision 
brought the Master Plan into existence. 
He said that as we come to the end of the 
30-year period of the Master Plan, the 
Budget Conference becomes more 
important and significant as we grow 
toward maturity. In this connection the 
Conference noted comments from dele- 
gates on the Executive Council’s report 
on the ELCE financial position, which 
dealt with the continuing deficit in 
annual budgets, but asked the Council 
to continue to study the problem to 
arrive at a solution. 


Mr. Peter Kerley, ELCE Treasurer, 
was in the chair to lead most of the 
Conference. 


For the Elders’ Conference, elders from 
ten congregations gathered at Westfield 
House on Saturday and Sunday, June 
25th and 26th. The theme for the 
Conference, hosted by the elders and 
pastor of Our Saviour, Fareham, was 
“Lord, Teach Us To Pray”’. 


Following the opening Worship Service, 
the Saturday afternoon sessions were 
given to Teaching and Training, led by 
the Westfield House staff. Our teaching 
and practice with respect to Holy 
Communion were presented, showing 
their basis in Scripture. The practice of 
Close Communion was spoken of at 
length, and our attention was drawn to 
1 Corinthians 11:23-34, where St. Paul 
explains what the Lord’s Supper is, and 
exhorts each one to examine himself 
before eating and drinking. He also 
warns us that to eat and drink without 
discerning the body brings judgement 


| on one who so partakes. We therefore 


have a Christian responsibility to 
ensure, so far as is humanly possible, 
that we do not encourage anyone to 
bring this judgement upon himseif. 
Saturday evening’s session included 
reports the elders gave of their work in 
individual congregations, plus a Bible 
study led by The Rev. K. F. Fry. 


Sunday morning’s session prior to 
worshipping together with Resurrection 
congregation considered practical 
problems and what the Scriptures say 
about these. Here the major topic was 
how to explain to someone our practice 


of Close Communion in the few minutes 
before a Service, without causing 
offence to that person. It was generally 
felt that this is a very difficult problem, 
but should not be avoided for that 
reason. No pat answer for this problem 
was forthcoming, but it was pointed out 
that the practice of announcing for 
Communion was one way of giving the 
person the opportunity to speak with 
the pastor. 


The final session on Sunday afternoon 
was an evaluation of the previous 
sessions, and at this time it was 
announced that Good Shepherd elders 
and pastor will host the 1984 Conference. 


Not every congregation was represented 
this year, some for very good reasons. I 
would like to encourage as many elders 
as possible to attend. These conferences 
are an ideal opportunity for Christian 
fellowship, and for discussing the joys 
and problems which each of our young 
congregations have. As a relatively 
youn elder, I personally appreciate the 
eaching and Training sessions with the 
information and benefit they give. 
(Reporter: Mr. D. Brammeier) 


Hosting the Sunday School Teachers’ 
Convention was Resurrection, Cam- 
bridge, on Saturday July 9th, when 50 
people representing 13 congregations 
took part. Under the overall theme 
“The Role of the Sunday School in the 
Congregation”, the first item on the 
agenda was the history of Sunday 
School, presented by Janet Jenks and 
Lee Napier, who spoke of this history in 
both the U.K. and the U.S.A. Then 
followed the division into eight ‘“‘brain- 
storming” groups to discuss the theme in 
a general way. No specific answers were 
found, but this session resulted in a fruit- 
ful exchange of ideas on what should or 
could be the role of Sunday School in 
our congregations. In the afternoon 
session Tutor Glen Zweck spoke on the 
“Aims of the Sunday School from a 
Lutheran Perspective’: 1. to teach 
children the way to salvation;2. to extend 
the Christian educational programme of 
the congregation; 3. to prepare children 
for adult Church membership; and 4. to 
teach children to be missionaries. 
Preceptor Feuerhahn’s summary of the 
day’s discussion called forth more 
discussion, in which it was agreed that 
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the educational role of Sunday School 
must be foremost, but its role as a 
mission outreach is also primary. 
(Reporter: Mrs. Gail Clutter) 


PASTORS’ STUDY WEEK 1983 


“Study” as everyone should know, is 
one of the important parts of a pastor’s 
daily life. The room where I work 
during the week is called “The Pastor’s 
Study”, and as one not far removed 
from academic life, I recall all too well 
what study meant to my preparation for 
the Holy Ministry. The Pastors’ Study 
Week which I attended in June was my 
first since my ordination at last year’s 
Synod. That study week was an experi- 
ence for me that was as beneficial as it 
was memorable. I feel confident in 
saying that in spite of the particular 
calamities which attended that event (in 
my case the loss of my contact lenses and 
assorted valuables in the course of a 
singularly unpleasant overnight coach 
trip from Scotland) the study week, as 
far as I was concerned, both overcame 
any inauspicious beginnings through its 
fine programme and outstanding lec- 
tures, and it added new dimensions to 
the business of study. 


The scholarly dimension of study was 
explored by David Adams, a Concordia 
Seminary graduate pursuing a research 
degree at the University of Cambridge. 
His lectures on the Old Testament were 
a refreshing example of how Biblical 
study can be academically respectable 
without compromising the infallibility 
and inerrancy of the Bible. 


The pastoral dimension of a pastor’s 
study was presented by Preceptor 
Feuerhahn of Westfield House. His tire- 
less exposition of Scripture reminded us 
that pastors are students of the Bible as 
much as we are teachers. In preaching 
God’s Word, a pastor must first be the 
recipient of the message himself. 
Sermon study is basically the process of 
discovering that message, and working 
on how to convey it to people. 
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The defensive dimension of our studying 
is what the Tutor, Glen Zweck, con- 
tributed to the week. Armed with all the 
weaponry of a Christian apologist on the 
offensive, he encouraged us to challenge 
unbelievers with sheer evidence, which 
if examined without prejudice, can 
render the most commonly-held doubts 
indefensible. He showed me that there 
is a far broader factual basis for 
Christianity than most people realise. 
Our use of this historical and factual 
basis to our advantage can mean the 
difference between an anemic and an 
effective defence of our faith in an 
increasingly sceptical world. 


The reverent dimension of our study was 
the underlying spirit of Dr. John 
Stephenson’s presentations. I feel quite 
fortunate to have been among the many 
who crowded the library to hear this 
bold and devout man speak of the 
inerrancy of Holy Scripture and the 
efficacy of the Lord’s Supper. Shining 
through his words, the inescapably 
marvellous testimony of his own life, 
which speaks eloquently of the power of 
God’s ‘‘Means of Grace’’, 
lectures especially inspirational to me. 


Such a study week resulted in more than © 
education. It demanded a response from 
me. How can I now open the Bible 
without admiring its indomitable quality, 
and recalling how powerfully that Word 
of God has changed the course of human 
lives? How can I handle the consecrated 
elements of the Lord’s Supper without 
keeping in mind the conscientious 
reverence with which Martin Luther and 
our Lutheran Fathers handled the very 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus? 
How can I receive the heavenly food of 
the Holy Supper without reconsidering 
its far-reaching effects? Because the 
study week has meant this to me, I 
eagerly anticipate the next one, notwith- 
standing the adversities of crowded — 
coaches! 


(Reporter: The Rev. J. C. Naumann) 


made his — 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. H. Tasker, from Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Harlow, to the Church Extension Fund £9.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, from Miss P. Brodie, 
Mr. and Mrs. V. Graf, Mrs. S. F. Hansen, Rev. and Mrs. P. Janz, Mr. and Mrs. D. Roden, to 
the Church Extension Fund £121.27. (Total to date £2,633.03). 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss Charlotte Lawton, from Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Tottenham, Mr. and Mrs. A. T. McGregor, Mr. and Mrs. E. Aichroth, 
Rev. M. J. Lutz, Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Flemming, Mrs. I. S. Robinson, Mrs. D. G. M. Dineen, 
Mrs. B. Giffin, Mrs. L. Mull, Mrs. P. Thoelke, Miss M. Gutbrod, Mr. and Mrs. A. Smith, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Thoelke, Mr. C. Fry, Miss Hohne, Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. E. and 
C. Taylor, Mrs. Emma Dyck, Mrs. Westmoreland, Mr. J. Dunsbier, Miss G. Launer, 
Mr. and Mrs. V. J. Saxby, Mr. and Mrs. A. Sloan, Mrs. B. Morrow, Mr. A. F. Spiers, 
Mrs. G. Hunt, Dr. P. Hillenbrand, Miss J. and V. Dawson, Miss P. Brodie, Mrs. A. Coundon, 
Mrs. I Bottrall, Mr. and Mrs. V. Graf, Mr. W. Poch, Rev. and Mrs. H. A. Mayer, Mrs. R. 
Campbell, Mr. L. Drudge, Mr. and Mrs. V. Jacobsen, Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Grinuger, Mr. 
and Mrs. O. H. Beyer, Mr. and Mrs. and Miss Ahrendt, Mr. G. Jeffries, Mr. J. Adams, 
Dr. W. M. T. Eggers, Mr. G. L. Zimdars, R. H. and L. S. Stein, H. R. Ehlers, V. Ehlers, 
L. J. and A. K. Lellelid, Rev. and Mrs. W. Gittner, Mr. and Mrs. E. Lenski, Mr. and 
Mrs. K. Rathbert, Mr. and Mrs. J. Knippenberg, Mr. and Mrs. J. Biar, Mr. and Mrs. V. 
Spieker, Mrs. A. B. Hintz, Mr. and Mrs. K. Y. Heung, Mr. Maurer, Mr. J. G. Eggle, Irene 
R. Henry, Dr. and Mrs. F. Hillenbrand, K. E. Elliott, Rev. D. G. Taylor, D. E. Detrick 
Appleyard, Mrs. D. Patrick, Mrs. H. C. Patrick, R. E. C. Higgins, O. Schwartz, Mrs. Z. 
Rasmussen, N. S. Tjernagel, Mrs. F. Murphy, Art. Saar, Yu Rose, Staff of Hong Kong 
Handicrafts, Ruth Adam, Mr. and Mrs. D. Pearce, Agnes Beusher, A. Nachtripp, Mr. K. 
Kurz, Mrs. Mutzko, Mr. G. Rackham, Mrs. E. L. Grant, Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Augustin, 
Rev. H. A. Merklinger, Rev. and Mrs. P. Janz, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Harlow, 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Roden, Carrie T. Drees, Henry and Elma Kuechenmeister, Gertrude C. 
Bluemel, Mr. and Mrs. John Jelich, J. Hansen, Mrs. I. Pearce, Dr. and Mrs. R. Gray, Sylvia 
Sworn, to the Church Extension Fund £1,122.87. (Total to date £1,426.87). 
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CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


1st February to 30th June 1983 


Congregation Loans Donations Total 
Kentish Town £ 716 £1,012 £1,728 
Tottenham 179 31 210 
Ruislip 289 117 406 
Sunderland 325 27 352 
Petts Wood 1,802 75 1,877 
‘Borehamwood 46 92 138 
_ Cardiff 285 5 290 
Cambridge 286 22 308 
Harlow 347 22 369 
Plymouth 537 112 649 
East Kilbride 54 10 64 
Coventry — 2 2 
Liverpool 122 32 ; 154 
Sheffield 229 18 247 
Sunbury 174 20 194 
Fareham 36 13 49 
Polish 47 = 47 
Others 15 927 942 
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Books from Concordia for 
the Five Hundredth Anniversary Year 
of the birth of Doctor Martin Luther 


LIVING WITH LUTHER 

By J M Weidenschilling 

A brief, easy to digest biography. Illustrated. 
47 pages. Ref. 14-1155 75p 


MISTRESS OF THE BLACK CLOISTE 
By C V Eckermann 


A delightfully readable account of the story 
of Kate Luther, who lived in the shadow of 
her well- known husband. This book tells 
of Kate, the individual, and how she coped 
in their home, the “Black Cloister”. 


96 pages. Ref. L2221 £1 


THE WISDOM OF MARTIN LUTHER 


A collection of inspiring, challenging, and 
pungent sayings from the great Reformers’ 
many writings. Informative reading! 


64pages. Ref. 12-2570 35p — 


IN CHRIST MY LORD 
100 Devotional Thoughts from Luthe’ 


By Barbara Webb 


Full of Luther’s vigorous exaltation of Chri: 
and the Gospel, these readings help to streti 
the mind and the spirit toward the large | 
dimension of God’s grace. 


112 pages. Ref. 12-2807 £3 
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